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This was the first occasion when Gandhi delivered an argument-
ative speech in Urdu before an audience mainly composed of learned
Muslims of the north. He was faced with a very critical audience to
whom he had to explain and bring home his viewpoint. Maulana
Hasrat Mohani had insisted on the boycott of British goods and was
Gandhi's chief opponent. "We want something that will produce an
immediate effect on the British. Let your boycott of foreign cloth
stand, we do not mind it, but give us something quicker, and speedier
in addition," said the maulana.
While Gandhi was listening to Maulana Hasrat Mohani, he felt that
something new over and above boycott of foreign cloth, would be
necessary. "An immediate boycott of foreign cloth seemed to me
also to be a clear impossibility at that time. I did not then know
that we would, if we liked, produce enough khaddar for all our
clothing requirements; this was only a later discovery. On the other
hand, I knew even then, that if we depended on the mills alone
for effecting the boycott of foreign cloth, we should be betrayed."
Gandhi was still in this dilemma when the maulana concluded
his stirring speech.
Gandhi was handicapped for want of suitable Hindi or Urdu
words for the new idea. At last he described it by the word "non-
co-operation'% an expression that he used for the first time on this
occasion. He observed: "As the maulana was delivering his speech,
it seemed to me, that it was vain for him to talk about effective
resistance to a Government, with which he was co-operating in more
than one thing, if resort to arms was impossible or undesirable.
The only true resistance to the Government, it therefore seemed to
me, was to cease to co-operate with it. Thus I arrived at the word
non-co-operation. I had not then a clear idea of all its manifold
implications. I, therefore, did not enter into details."
Gandhi thought: "The Muslims have adopted a very important
resolution. If the peace terms are unfavourable to them—which may
God forbid—they will stop all co-operation with Government. It is
an inalienable right of the people thus to withhold co-operation. We
are bound not to retain Government titles and honours, or to conti-
nue in Government service. If the Government should betray us
in a great cause like the Khilafat, we could not do otherwise than
non-co-operate. We are, therefore, entitled to non-co-operate with
Governmental?case of a betrayal."

